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              REGISTERED CHARITY SCO41948               

27-09-2011
Hello everyone, this is a first in a couple of ways. This is the first news letter for Highland 4x4 Response & it’s the first one I’ve tried to write so please be kind & patient. I’m not promising it will get better but I will try.

Committee News
There have been a couple of re-allocations of work amongst the committee members, with possibly more to come. The changes so far are that Jon, your vice chairman, has handed over the work he was doing as Events Co-ordinator to Andrew, your chairman, not a bad move as Andrew has his finger on the local pulse & also has an eye on the main chance of a FREE entry to events that comes to those who man a stand at events. So if you want to get into places we get to have a stand talk to him, you might be able to help.

Ali, your Health & Safety rep. has agreed to take on Training Officer as well. The two offices go well together as being correctly trained is the safe way to do things & with Ali’s experience your training should be good & safe.

The other re-allocation of work is fundraising. An approach has been made by a professional fundraiser who wishes to work with the Group, this is being looked into by the committee to see what benefits can be drawn from such a move. More information on this subject will be available as time goes on.     
There may also be a call for another committee member to be added so watch this space & please send in any ideas for fundraising you may get.  

Trailer for the Group

It has been decided that in order to transport food, cooker & other such necessary items to & from venues a trailer could be useful. Now being as we are not called normal by allot of people it seem only fitting that said trailer should reflect its operators. To this end it is thought the trailer should be made by us in our own style. WANTED, one Land Rover, possibly a Discovery as they are quit cheap, with reasonable bodywork, not necessarily a runner but must be able to be towed. To cut costs all the work will be done by us & any usable parts that are not required can be sold to offset the cost even further. An example of this type of trailer can be seen on www.thesmokingtire.com/2010/bizarre-roadside-sightings-crazy-but-in-a-good-way 
Make your own minds up.
Blacks/Millets

Blacks/Millets the outdoor clothing & camping people have for a while been handing out Specialist discount cards the Group has applied for & received one for each member of the Group. These are available from Gerry at his house or wherever you can arrange a meet or AT THE TRAINING DAY. These cards entitle the holder to 15% discount on all their stock. This includes 15% off their sale prices as well so they are worth having. So come to the TRAINING DAY & collect yours. 

Training Day

A training day has been set for 09th October 2011 this will take place at Novar Estate. The meeting place will be Skiach Services at 1030hrs.

The day will be a Kit & Docs Check as well as assessment for those who require it, so make sure all is in order.

There will be a bite to eat & a drink. A donation of £1 is requested to cover the cost of these without dipping into the Groups funds.
New Forum
A new forum has been setup by Jon. This forum is at www.scottish4x4response.org & is intended for exactly what it says. This forum is hoped to bring together 4x4R members from all over Scotland to share ideas & get to know each other as we start to form a National (Scottish) co-operative, network, organisation or whatever it ends up being called so please go to it register & get talking to members of other groups. I know you like a good blether - so do they, so get started.

Scottish 4x4R 
As mentioned before, there is in the pipeline a Scottish 4x4 Response organisation being put together. It was to a meeting regarding this that Andrew & Gerry went to Uddington, just outside Glasgow on 18th Sept. 

We met with five members of other groups and had a good discussion that brought up many points & raised as many questions.

The move to create a Scottish body is on the agenda of Holyrood & therefore is almost inevitable so we need to be on top of all that happens on this front.
At the moment a steering group is forming, possibly two, both pulling in the same direction but we wont know exactly until we can get together & work out who is doing what. This is hopefully being done at the next meeting due to be held at The Police Rooms Perth on 16th October. Further details on this meeting can be got from Andrew, Jon or Gerry & information should be on the NEW FORUM. If you wish to go along that’s fine as every one is welcome, after all this organisation will be there for you.
Mobile Phone Numbers
Northern Constabulary have requested the mobile phone numbers of our responders for safety purposes. They have the technology to track a mobile phone between phone masts, provided it’s turned on, to triangulate a reasonably close position so that in the event of a team not calling in or being well overdue a close approximation of their last position can be found & a party may be sent directly there & cut down on any search times thus speeding up recovery of the team.
Knowing the size of our patch, its geography & geology along with the way the weather can change the committee feels this could be a lifesaver and recommend it. Feel free to comment on this. You may wish to utilise the NEW FORUM & see what others think.
Winter is on its way

Not wishing to teach anyone to suck eggs the long range forecasters are saying that snow may well arrive in mid October, If not snow then a cold blast from the East is looking to drop temperatures to the area of -10. I would therefore advise that now is the time to check anti-freeze, tyres, wipers & every little thing in between including recovery kit & survival gear, if you have it. Checking now will save you problems if or when you’re in a rush or in the poo.
Well that’s all I have to blether about at this time so I’ll sine off just now.

If there any points in this news letter that you want clarifying or you have an issue with anything here or you have something that you would like to be on the next news letter contact me or go to the NEW FORUM & post there I or someone ells may have your answer or an opinion to share.

Gerry Holford 

Secretary Highland 4x4 Response
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