News Letter No. 2 December 2011

Well here we go again. It’s time for me to try to put words together in a sensible way, for good or bad here we go.
Funding News.
An application for funding was sent to Highland Cross on Oct. 10th. The funding was requested in regard of the purchase of a tent big enough to accommodate members at training days, shows & long term call outs where we may need to accommodate ourselves & equipment & for the acquisition of radio equipment. This request was granted on Dec. 12th to the tune of £1000 which was gratefully received & will be put to good use. For this we thank the Highland Cross committee very much & hope to work with them in the future.
Committee News.
As mentioned in the last news letter the committee is not sitting still, it needs to change shape once in a while, so to this end Collin Edwards, HI 20, was approached to join as Comms. Rep. As it’s such a vast subject & Collin has an amateur radio licence & therefore a better understanding than must of what is required & can steer the Group in the right direction. This would also lift a bit off Ali who can concentrate on health & safety. Collin has accepted the invitation so we welcome him to the house of confusion.
M.O.U News.
An M.O.U with N.H.S Highland is very nearly completed. A draft has been seen & should be back in their hands for final discussion & signing. It is a well worded document & covers all aspects of their requirements but requires all members to be covered by Non Police Personnel vetting to work for them, so if you have not done this the vetting form can be downloaded from our web site, printed, filled in & sent to Andrew for forwarding. 
Training News.
As you know we had a problem at Novar. This was a misunderstanding down to wording & intent, as you also know we had a training day on Dec. 04th. This training day went well, for those who attended, & included hide & seek. Gerry had to hide twice & pretend to be an old man lost with hypothermia. Gerry didn’t hide to well but it was snowing & the treatment I received at the tender mercies of our members, although leaving room for improvement, wasn’t THAT bad, Gerry did survive. One thing that came from this day was that some Euro CB sets have a frequency disparity with UK models, allowing for hearing but not receiving or vice verse so contact with your new Comms officer might be in order if you have problems or need advice on this or any other comms topic.
A good place for this could be the forum at www.scottish4x4response.org others may also have thoughts on this & many other topics or contact Colin colinedwards@highland4x4response.co.uk

On Nov. 23rd Andrew & Gerry paid a visit to Fairburn Estate & met with Peter Hingston, laird of Fairburn, who took us for a two hour tour of his land, what a place. He gave us permission to train on his ground & Andrew & Gerry suggested, as we did with Novar, that we would be willing to work on a stretch of track that hasn’t been used for a long time to re-instate it & use it, this would also give them more use of that area, this is a something we need to discuss amongst ourselves & with Mr Hingston for the future. A committee visit to work out how we can best use what’s available is to be planned soon. More details will be forthcoming as we go on. 
The next training day date is yet to be set.
Other News.
On Dec 01st Andrew attended a Highland Multi-agency Winter Arrangements meeting, the minutes are not available yet. He made some very good contacts & got good feedback as to our place in the world. It appears that we are becoming recognised by most if not all the other bodies present and our details are being forwarded to all that attended. This was the first meeting of its kind & Andrew thought the meeting was useful & hoped it would lead to greater contact & understanding between us & our resilience partners. 
Andrew & Jon were invited to & attended the Highland Cross, Charity Gift Presentation on Nov 23rd. on behalf of the Group. This is their allocation of major funds presentation evening in Inverness. It was well attended & the Group was asked if we would be willing to assist next year. The Group has responded that we are willing to attend next year & so we will be looking for six manned vehicles to assist with the removal of casualties & the movement of supplies along the course. This is a full day, dawn to dusk, fuel costs will be met by Highland Cross but your food & drink will be down to you. The date of the event is Sat June 23rd. Anyone wishing to attend should make it known to Andrew, Jon or Gerry.
Volunteers are being sought for the Snowman Rally being held on Sat 18th Feb. This is a purely voluntary exercise, there will be no re-imbursement of fuel, but you will be at able to drive to the middle of a stage to carry out marshalling duties, a good day out for those who like rallies & would like to get close to the action. For more information contact Andrew.
